
Money and/or Mission 

 

The thoughts just come to me, that these really do not provide a solid foundation on which a 

person in ministry is to base their lives. I am speaking of the earning of money for the service 

of ministering. Jesus said freely you have received so freely give.
1
 If people want to give gifts 

then that is perfectly fine, if people want to give to God and everything they see him doing 

through you, that is perfectly fine; however to have a set income becomes a tricky one. There 

are a number of reasons which I'd like to share with you. 

My Original Thought 

The original thought which came to me and got me thinking about this was how people raise 

funds through their preaching. For instance let's say there is a John Pip and he is going to host 

a conference this December at the University of Western Australia, the cost is $45 per person, 

on the topic of Jesus Christ. and refreshments will be offered at each intermission. In thinking 

of this scenario, I thought of the entrepreneur. Immediately they'll begin to think how many 

more conferences they can squeeze in to get more money, and so money becomes their prize 

and God becomes their second.
2
 I believe history would prove that something which has with 

it a hidden motive or a hidden agenda will soon come to the surface; and in the context of 

mission if money is the hidden agenda there will be difficulties in the leading of God. The 

problem still remains the Gospel has been blind folded and replaced with a different drive 

of performance. The thing about preaching the Gospel is that it is a series of un-retractable 

bold statements said in faith. This therefore because of the nature of truth can many times 

result in no return from anyone. Truth has an exposing side to it which leads into it's healing 

nature, it takes the raising of that topic in order for the healing to come. There is an 

interesting dynamic which takes place when the Gospel is preached purposely to lead to 

salvation. God empowers and convicts people to their core about their actions. When the 

Gospel does this, there is a deep no-care, and sold-out approach which takes that person or 

group to all kinds of places and peoples. Their eyes are not fixated abroad, or stuck in a hole, 

or gazing into their bank account, they see opportunity to preach to someone the saving 

message of Jesus Christ, money is not in the focus at all and God becomes their King. The 

Christian knows that God will provide, and they are called to proclaim by faith.
3
 This is very 

much the difference between Money and Mission, both have motivations, but both run 
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 Matthew 10:8 

2
 The reason I know this, is because I myself am a business man, however I view my job as a job unto the Lord 

more than my justification to make more money to tithe. My work is blessed by God because I honor him is 
everything that I am doing through and through. Whether in the office or at home, I am busy with his business 
before my own. There have been times in my life where God has taken me out of college to go do certain 
things and I obeyed and I was blessed. And there have been equally times where God has taken me into very 
blessed environments to witness and to have much, but they never for once become my sole purpose and 
destination. My destination is with the Father one day when I die. 
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 Matthew 6:33 



different courses in life. Jesus said you cannot serve God and wealth.
4
 This merger is 

dangerous. The Gospel is not lucrative, but is abundant in the essence of when preaching a 

Godly message it brings Godly safety and blessings. Whereas Money can take a person down 

some very long and very distracted roads. When it comes to the Gospel comfort seems to not 

be an issue, it is now all about Jesus and his message. In the words of Christ, 'deny yourself 

and take up your cross and follow me.'
5
 

Jesus said in Matthew 6 you cannot serve God and wealth. They will fight each other to the 

bitter end, and this will cause a lot of problems for you. Jesus also said in this same chapter 

not to worry therefore about your life, your clothing, or your food, to seek first God and all 

these things will be added to you. See this is the key, to seek first God. To come to him 

without bias to one thought over the other, but to hear from him and then to do as you heard 

him speak to you. You might say that's all very well and good, but I can't hear from God. 

That's not the case actually, the bible says you can, Jeremiah 33:3 says call on me and I will 

show you great and hidden things which you have not yet know, and again Jesus mentioned 

my sheep know my voice, in addition to this Jesus said I will never leave you nor forsake you 

and I will send you the helper to guide you into all truth. Jesus is very much with us and we 

can hear from him in all places. Check your heart, what is it you believe, because it is what 

you believe or can actually perceive that you will see.
6
 

I'm a fierce defender for obedience to the Lord. Which if for you to know his will for your 

life and for you to not let anything distract you from that. So taking that into account it is no 

different when you are walking through life in the here and now. Our commands are to love 

God with all our hearts minds and strength and each other as ourselves.
7
 These commands 

first off require absolutely no prerequisites and work simply as they are, they are simply 

applied everyday, all day, 24/7. It is when you take this lifestyle and link it with the plan 

which God made for your life that you finds peace. Jesus told his  mother once that his time 

was not yet, there is a time for everything under heaven, so there are scheduled times for your 

callings and mandates. Moses was forty years old when he become part of the picture which 

God destined for him before he was born. Most of the Christian life is spent working on 

principles within various issues and contexts, however there are on occasion the distinct and 

very clear leading's of the Lord to do certain projects and to leave others. This is the place I 

am trying to high-light is where you need to be obedient and observant to follow through with 

the initial commands God gave to your spirit. To grow by making your responses shorter and 

shorter is a very good thing. In other words to grow in your trusting of his advice to your life 

at the drop of a hat, and let go of your control to let him have the Lordship in your life, and to 

do this freely on a frequent basis. 
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6
 Jesus said, "Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you 

ask Me anything in My name, I will do it." (John 14:13-14) and definition the Greek word for faith (πίστις -
 pistis) means what can you perceive to be true. i.e. if God said I will, can you assure your heart and accept that 
truth. 
7
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So we need to rap this thing up a little. Don't be fooled into thinking that just because it is a 

conference that you are doing that it is the will of God, just like saying business is God's way 

forward - listen friends God makes rivers come from no where. Jesus said God will take care 

of your needs if you seek him first, If you need a job seek him first, if you need a house seek 

him first, and if you need to make decisions seek him first. He knows you need these things 

so don't worry. Seek first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness and all these things will 

be added to you.
8
 When it comes to money, realize mission and money are in 

two different camps. I guess now I need to define 'mission' and this is the preaching of the 

gospel and the making of disciples and the loving as God so loved us. When you think about 

mission, money must not be your primary reason for obeying or denying what God has called 

you to. They can come together to work, however just like any job out there something’s with 

'church' stuck on them are not necessarily mission, but more so about money. In other words 

they're just like any other job, and can be worked at faithfully, there is just an honesty needed 

to see it for what it is. Those who go and preach the gospel many times will be rejected for 

their proclamations, so money is definitely not their motivation. They trust in God and are 

convicted by him to go and do. If you run a company or own a business you are still able to 

proclaim with an exceedingly loud voice the kingdom of God. Your integrity and your 

trusting in God through all the trials your company will face, will become your testimony, 

become therefore acquainted with the power of God in your everyday life. There is 

no obstacle too great for God, and every step taken by faith is a victorious sound which 

resonates through the heavens. When God calls you to direct mission, and if you believe in 

Jesus Christ then he has called you. This therefore means for you to take everything of yours 

and make it successful under and through the power of God by his leading. The best is yet to 

come, and what has been can only get better under the hand of God. And in everything hear 

from God and obey his leading, it will bring life to your soul and he will give you the wisdom 

you need in all situations and walks of life. Work as unto the Lord, and when the seasons 

change, change with God and become one with his movements and timings. Keep pace with 

him like the wind.
9
 

This blog was primarily to highlight some of the differences there are between money leading 

your life verses mission leading your life. Jesus called us to mission first and money would 

be the slave or subordinate to the first. Therefore money and business are not evil, but it is the 

off kilter sense which some parts of the church has made which seems distant to the message 

preached by Jesus. The church says sometimes make money and then you can give 

from abundance, whereas Jesus says make me number one and everything will be given to 

you. When Jesus says everything, it is not just some stuff, but everything which you need - 

God knows you need to eat, to be clothed, to have shelter, to be loved, to be blessed and 

setting him first will be the passage way to these things. They are like indirect blessings. 

While you look to follow after him and seek his will and council, he shows you the stuff you 

need to be focusing on and will lead you to everything that he wants to give you.  The 

abandoning of yourself will be honoured by God. So keep the faith strong and preach the 
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Gospel with all your might. Honour him in all your ways and he will make straight your 

paths.
10

 

                                                           
10

 Proverbs 3:6 


